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Description
Made in end of 19th century, Budapest
Label: SCHUNDA VENCZEL JÓZSEF / BUDAPEST
Pedal version of the instrument. Compass: D–a3 (4 octaves and a fifth)
The dulcimer (henceforward cimbalom) evolved in the 15th century from the psaltery,
which was a plucked zither without fingerboard.  The cimbalom has been known in
Hungary since the 16th century, however, it only spread during the 18th century with the
emergence of gypsy bands. The cimbalom in the 19th century became the musical symbol of
Hungarians striving for independence. Vencel József Schunda developed the simple
cimbalom used in folk music into the pedal-cimbalom in 1874 for art musical purposes, and
it acquired international renown through the musical activities of Ferenc Liszt and Aladár
Rácz.

Basic data

Material/Technique: wood, metal,
Measurements:

Events

Created When 1871-1900
Who Schunda Vencel József (hangszergyáros)(1845-1923)
Where Budapest

Keywords
• Cimbalom
• kordofon hangszer - chordofon musical instrument
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